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This edition ofNFPA I, ~l'i7I UJdIn., was prepared by the Technical Committee on
Ylre Pre\lention Code and acted on by NFPA at its November AMociaIion Technical Meeting
held N~ber 16-20, 2002, inAdanta, GA.It was issued by the Standards Council on January
1 '1, 200S, with an effec1iYe date of FebnJaJy 6, 200", and supenedes aU ~ow editioDl.

This ediOon ofNFPA 1 -- ~ as an American Nacional Scanc8.rd on January 17, ~.

Ofilia 8Dd ~opIBeat of NI'PA 1
This code was originaUy de\teloped as a resuJt of the requealS of many memben of the

NaboaaI Fire Protection Aaodation for a document ~ring all aIpectI of fire protection
and prevention that Uted the other ~Ioped NFPA cooes and 61andard8. NFPAstatf initiated
tbjs work in 1971 upon a directive from the NFPA BoanI of Directors.

The original code WM written around a fonnat that Iened - a guide for the de\'elopment
of a local fire p~tion code. furogabves of local o8iciaIa were excluded &om the main
text of the document oot included widlin appendices as guidance for exercising desired

prerogati~.
In the late I~ the Fire Manhab AIIOciarion of North America undertook the talk of

deoteioping a ccxIe that .. more IelkontaiDed, adding adminiIb'&~ lectio.. and extract-
ing heavily from other NFPA codes and Il3.ndards. The dI2ft waa submitted to tbe~ Pregen-
bon Code Coaunittee. The Committee eDmiDed changes in the built ~ent as it is
affected by fire and incorponted ...gnmrsnt portiona of the Lit- StIi"1 Co4? A spedaI talk
group on hazardous materiaJs examined t«hnological chaDgel in the handling, storase, and
use of flammable and co~ble materiak. OJapten atncting bazardom material require-
mentl placed a grater empbuia on p~~n of life and property from chemical prodUC1l
made and used in the environment. A major rewrite resulted in the 1 m edition of the Fffr
p,..,.."C0d6.

The 1997 edition updated the text extI8Cted from other NFPA coda and standards and
added complmnce with additional NFPA codes and ItandardI u part cX the requirementl of
NPPA 1.

The 2000 edition ofNFPA 1 waa a complete ~ that updated the test extracted from
other NFPA codes and acandarda. AddidOGal direCt refemKes fJ'(XD NFPA codes aDd Man-
d8IdI that are eaential to a code official's ~ of me document were added. The Committee
alIO added a new aection on perfonDaDce-l..ed design . a valuable tool for code officiak and
design pa-o:""..aIioDaJa. NFPA 1 wu r8tnJC~ to be more functional with I'e8pe<:t to .dminj.-
u.1ion, code enforcement, and regulatOry adopcion procaeea. :

The tOO! edition of NFPA I, u..ifIJr- Pi-. C4d1N, it a complete ~ of the code. [t
incorporates pro¥isioDl from the We.tl:.u ~ ChiefI. lJniflw- A. CDdI-, Wider a pannenhip
between NFPA and Western Fb'e Q1ie&, while updating aDd ~inc the pro.jIiona ex-
trKted &om other key NFPA codes and ICBndarda. To elDpba8ze the J8rtDe"Ibjp, the d0cu-
ment WM renamed NFPA I, ~ n.. c.-,TM. The UIIifiIr- Rr. ~ it a trademark of the

..,*-:.-u Fire auefI ~on.

NFPA I, u,.;p. /frr CIJdI-, WII restructured into partI to be more compatible with the
~ adopcion procJedwoes. including administtation and code enforcement, occupan-
del. JM'OCe8eI. equipment, aDd hazardous materiak proYiIiona. The Committee included a
newly exp8nded chapter on periormance-bued design as an enhanced tool for code officiala
and ~ profe8ionala. Additional exIJ'acts and references from NFPA coda and stan~
tbatare ellential to a code o8'kial', Ute of the docwnent ~ added. bringing the number of
~ NFPA coda and aundards to aver 125, Mditional chapten on bazardOUI matrri-
. h8ve been included that incorporate me pro.iJions cOftred in the (J,.iJDrII I'irJ QNl,N,

NFPA 1, u,.;.r iW ~N, reftectI the t«hnical knowied8e of me o.;~~ting committees
who are n!SponJibIe for me codes and standards from wbjch text it extracted and inoorpC>-
rata technkaJ proo.;sioDI from the Western Fire Chien' (},aifor- iW ~1M. ThiI CodI is in-
tended to pro¥ide state, county, and local jurisdictions with an effective local fire code.
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51.3 wety cc Safr:ty conttok, as specified in NWA. 86,
~ j1r Or... and PI NFPA 86C. ~.PO ~.:!.
/W1I.:. U,siftr. ~.. ~~~A~ and Nrm. laD, s..-
an I ~ UsiItf ~ G _.A ~ --::::. tbaIl be
AddeDt in number and a1~!:iaL1y 00IIIcnJct8i .. 8'188If:d
tomaintaintbe~condiIkxJIof8fr.ty8ld~tbe
~ t c4 fiR aDd expbion bazanIs.

Cbaptel' 5! BatteryStationary ~

51.1 GeDenI. ~ 1ead..ad ba~ .,s8emI h8\Iing an
eJectroJyte cap8city d. more dIaD 100 gal (378.5 L) inJpri ak)ered
buiktiogs or ~ gal (1 Wi}.5 L) in UD8prinklered ~~ \lied for
facility ItaDdby ~. emapcy ~. or unin1emJP8r;d
~ IUppIies Ib8n be m acC<XdaDc:e with 01apter 52.

51.! : 51.1.1 Perini... where required. shaI1 comply with 1.12.19.

51.1.2 Prior to ~-t.an~on. plana IhaU be submitted and ap-
proved by die AHJ.

51.S s.f8ty , 51.S.1 Safety V~ BattaieI shaD be pro\rided with safety

~ting caps.

51..3.1 'I118..a w--r. Va.~regulated leado9cjd (VRlA)
J.ttery lyltemllban be provided with a lilted device or other
appro-.oed method to preclude, detect, and conttol dlermal
nmaway.
51..1.3 I-~ -- ~""""'7 Sep8ndoD.

51.3.3.1 Battery systems shall be permitted in die same room
as die equipment that they support.

0.3.3.2 Battery I)'ltemlIhaU be boUied in a J1Oocombu..
ti)Ie, locked cabinet or odIer endl*1re to p~t accaa by
unauthorized penonnel unle8 located in a Iepan!e equip.
ment room acceIIibIe onJy to autboriRd pe~

5U.s.s In o<beI" dIaD ~hIy, edw:aIioDaJ. deteIIQon and
oo lioIi ~J!Iis. bakh~, 8DbuJatOry heekb care. day care
cent2n, raKiendal bc8rd aDd care. a)d relideDli8I ~cies,
t.aBy .,.w:ms bD be Ioc:aIed in . RX)In ~ rn.m other
portioDI tX the ~ by a miniJm "" of a I-bCM:Jr ftIe t.rrier.

SU.JA In Mlembiy, educabonal, detention and correction
facilities, health care, ambu1afOJY health are, day are ~teI'I,
raidendal })()ard and ~, aDd relidential ~~s. t.ttefY
I)*m8 8haIl be kxaIai in a room Ieparated from other poniona
ci the t:.~~ng tr" a minimum of a 2-bour fire I.nier.

0.3.4 Sp8 Co-.QL

52.3.4.1 Rooms, bJi1dingI, or areal coalaiDiJlgfrft .fJowing 1iq-
uid eIectrol:-'fe in indj\oidual \Ie8eIs ba\'ing a C3f-=ity ~ IJMXe
than 55 gal (208 L) or multiple valek having an..-~ C2.(*=-
ity exceeding 1000 gal (5785 L) Ihai1 be prooIKIed widllpill 000-
trolco ~Dt the &ow ofliquidlco adjoining ~

52~ An a~ method and materlala for the control
of. spill 0{ el~ shall be pI'O¥ided. The method shall be
capabIc of controlling a spin from the single ~t ~1.

52.1.5 ~': ~==~-:--

5U.5.1 An approftd me1hod to n~tralize spilled electro-
lyte shall be pro9ided.

51..1.1.2 The method shall be capable of MUcraliziDg a spill
&om the largest Ie8dedd t.ttery to a pH between 7.0 and 9.0.

5U.6 ~... Ventilation shall be provided for roomI

and cabinets in a(:Cord2nce ~th the mechanical CMe adopred
by the juriadicOOn and one of the following:

(1) The ventilation system shall be designed to limit the maxi-
mum concenb2tion of b1drogen to 1.0 pen:ent of the
total wlwne of the room during the M>n(-aIe ~t of
simultaneous -boost- charging of all the batteries. in ac-
cordance widi nationally recogn~ standards.

(2) ContinUOUI ~ntilation ,haD be provided at a rate of not
leu d1an 1 ft' Imin/ftZ (5.1 L/sec/m") offtoor area oftbe
room or cabinet.

5%.5.7 byA~"""~ The battery environment ,ball be con.-
b"Olled or: analyzed to mainlain temperature in a Iafe operat-
ing range for: the specific battery techno~ used.

5U.8 ~

52.3.8.1 Doon or acCaiel into room-. buiJdings. or area
containing ItatioDaIy )ead-.ad battery I)'Items Ihal1 be pro-
vided with appro.ed ligna.

5J.s.8.2 The 1ign,1haI1 slate that die room conlaiDllead-ecid
bauery lyltema. that the battefY room conraiDI energized e1ec-
b1c:al cireuitI. and that die battery eiecttoiyte lOiudom ~

corroIiveliquidi.¸
5U.8.J Battery cabinets Iball be provided with exterior .
bell that identify the manufacnlrer and model number of the
IJI&em and eleCtrical rating (wI. and CUn'eDt) of the COft-
tained battery ~. ~ the cabinet. . ,ball be pro-
\oided to iDdjate the releYant elecUical. chemical, and fire
hazard.

5I.!.9 Se8.~ ~-doa. In seilmically acti'\IP: areas, battery
.,atemI1baIl be leilmicaDy bnced in accordance with the
~.JildiD8 code.

52.5.10 s..oM DetectiA8. An approved au1Omatic amoke de-
tection I,etem IbaIl be inItaDed in such ~ and I1Ipet\'i1ed
by an approw:d central. proprietary. or remote Icadoo Iervice
d . kx:al alarm that will give an audible Iignal a' a coDllaDdy
attended locaaon.

s,

~~ 55 MedI.!!.o:aI Refl-'4g.tion

55.1. GeDeio.1.

55.1.1 Refrigeration 1init and system inataUations ha\ling a
refrig~t circuit cooWning more than 220 Ib (100 kg) of
Group AI or !O Ib (1~.6 kg) of any Other group refrigerant
shall be in acc<M'dance with this chapter and the mechanical
code adopted by the jurisdic1ion.

55.1.2 The AHJ shall be authoriud to exempt temporaI1 or
portable installations.

51.2 CI.-ftc8dolL Refrlgerantllball be c).-ified into Iafet1
groups in accordance wim me mechanical code 8dOI*d b7'
the jurildiction.

SoU DeftII6d.-. Definitioaa and rl-l~ of .~..~
group I!IaU be defined according 11> the mecbanicaI cfxk
adopted by the jurildktiOCL (h,.,..,. ~ - ~ J.)
51.4 P p--.
55-"-1 :0 Permits. where ~. abaI1 comply Mth
1.11.19.


